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A report of a Community Street Audit, 25 January 2010

Living Streets is the national charity that stands
up for pedestrians. With our supporters we work
to create safe, attractive and enjoyable streets,

where people want to walk.




Contents

Living Streets
Introduction
Community Street Audit Training

Foxhill Community Street Audit
Assets
Challenges

Foxhill Taster Community Street Audit Findings
Audit of routes to Wolfe Road Park and the recreati  on grounds within the park

Foxhill Community Street Audit Challenge
Audit of route to Foxhill recreation grounds

Foxhill Community Street Audit Challenge
Audit route to Foxhill Primary School

Conclusion

Map of CSA Route 1 to Foxhill Recreation Grounds
Map of CSA Route 2 to Foxhill Primary School
Notes of CSA Route 1 to Foxhill Recreation Grounds
Notes of CSA Route 2 to Foxhill Primary School

Supported by:

w w

o1 Ol

10
11
12
13

Living Streets




Living Streets

Living Streets is the national charity that stands up for pedestrians. With our supporters we
work to create safe, attractive and enjoyable stree  ts, where people want to walk.

We have been the national voice for pedestrians throughout our 80 year history. In the
early years, our campaigning led to the introduction of the driving test, pedestrian
crossings and 30mph speed limits. Since then our ambition has grown. Today we
influence decision makers nationally and locally, run successful projects to encourage
people to walk, and provide specialist consultancy services to help reduce congestion
and carbon emissions, improve public health, and make sure every community can enjoy
vibrant streets and public spaces.

Living Streets (The Pedestrians Association) is a Registered Charity No. 1108448
(England and Wales) and SC039808 (Scotland), Company Limited by Guarantee
(England & Wales), Company Registration No. 5368409. Registered office 4th Floor,
Universal House, 88-94 Wentworth Street. London E1 7SA.

Introduction

Community Street Audit Training

Living Streets is training local people to undertake Community Street Audits as part of Sheffield
City Council and NHS Sheffield’s Let's Change for Life project.

Community Street Audits are a way to evaluate the quality of streets and spaces from the
viewpoint of the people who use them, rather than those who manage them. This involves small
groups of local residents, traders, councillors and officers to assess a route on foot, following which
a report is produced with recommendations for improvements.
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Foxhill Community Street Audit

Living Streets delivered a community street audit training session for local people in Foxhill on

25 January 2010. There was a mix of residents, local stakeholders, employees for the local police
and the council and SOAR and also Students of varying ages from the Foxhill Primary School in
attendance on the day. This report presents the key community assets and challenges identified by
participants and the findings of the audits undertaken as part of the day. Itis intended that this report
will be shared within the community and with the council and other agencies. It is hoped that
participants will share their learning by organising school and community audits in other parts of the

community with local people.

Foxhill Community Street
Audit Participants
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Assets

The participants highlighted some of
the key assets in the area:

— Good views, 15 minutes from the
countryside

— Amenities (Community Centre,
Schools, Doctor’s Surgery, Shops
nearby)

— Foxhill Recreation Park, Chaucer
Field ( Big green spaces and
swings/recreation grounds)

— Activities and events held in the
Forum (Kickboxing, Street Dancing
classes)

— Portfolio of buildings for community
use

Challenges

The participants highlighted some of
the key challenges in the area:

— Road Safety; the need for a
crossing at Foxhill Road

— Litter, Dog fouling

— No provisions for youths age 12+

— Vandalism in the park (broken
bottles, smashed up tarmac, trees
have been broken)

— Graffiti on bus shelters and in the
parks

— Antisocial behaviour in Wolfe Park
and other area parks (burning cars
and other things)

— Drunken behaviour/fighting and
drinking in the park and on the
street

— The parks are not inviting and
sometimes feel unsafe for children

— Drainage in the new recreation park
(there is an issue with the
contractor, Laura Marsden is
looking into already)

— Power cuts (Regular occurrence,
power was out for 17 hours over the
weekend)

Wolfe Road Community Forum
and Healthy Living Centre

View from the top of the hill on
Wilcox Road

Dangerous trap found amongst
the litter in Wolfe Rd Park next
to play area
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Foxhill Taster Community
Street Audit Findings

Audit of routes to Wolfe Road Park and
the recreation grounds within the park

The taster audit began at the Wolfe Road Community
Centre, continued to the Wolfe Road entrance of the
park, into the grounds to the recreation /play facilities
within the park. We exited the park at Wilcox Close
and walked up Wilcox Road back down Wolfe Road
past the row of shops to the community centre.
Dog fouling and litter
The participants highlighted some of the key assets in
the area:

— The convenience of having a playground and
shops in the local area
— The branded sign at the entrance on Wilcox Close

The key problems highlighted by the audit are

— Dog fouling and litter dominated the streets and the Graffiti in the playground
— footpaths and grassy areas in the park
— Graffiti and broken glass in the play areas
— Although not present on the day, antisocial
behaviour within the park

The key recommendations of the audit are

— Wardens, Police and Council maintenance teams
to work together towards a solution to tackle the

dog fouling and antisocial behaviour in the area Smashed up tarmac and
evidence of antisocial behaviour
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Foxhill Community Street Audit
Challenge

Audit of route to Foxhill recreation
grounds

The taster audit began at the Wolfe Road Community
Centre along Wolfe Road to Wilcox Road, up the hill
to Foxhill Road and through the park to Foxhill
Crescent.

The area map and detailed findings can be found in Cracked roads
the following pages.

The participants highlighted some of the key assets in
the area:

— There is a bus route along the road
— The pavements are wide

The key problems highlighted by the audit are

— Verge parking

— Lack of drop kerbs

— Crossing points needed

— Inthe park poor drainage and lots of rubbish and
dog fouling

— Antisocial behaviour at the old community centre

The key recommendations of the audit are
Verge parking on Wilcox Road
— Review off street parking
— Review drop kerbs and crossings
— More enforcement for litter and dogs

The group also identified some quick wins in the area
to help with addressing the issues:

— Creating better awareness by giving people details
of who to contact in the council for maintenance,
repair, parking and other issues
— Looking at a new volunteer scheme to empower
people who live in the community to go out and _ _
make improvements like organising litter picks, Dumping and dog fouling near
etc. the recreation grounds
— Alonger term project o address antisocial
behaviour was to have a mobile cctv unit
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Foxhill Community Street Audit
Challenge

Audit route to Foxhill Primary School

The taster audit began at the Wolfe Road Community
Centrealong Wolfe Road up Wilcox Road and then
across the junction. The route continued along Keats
Road past the Foxhill Primary School around to
Cowper Avenue and then along Halifax Road.

The participants highlighted some of the key assets in
the area: _
Tire tracks on muddy verger
— The school itself and that is within walking
distance for some of the students.
— There is a safe crossing provided by Lollipop Lady

The key problems highlighted by the audit are

— Dog fouling

— Muddy verges and verge parking
— Dumping and litter

— Overgrown garden

The key recommendations of the audit are

— Maintenance by Streetforce

— Review of abandoned community garden to
possibly turn the space into something children
can use as another play space

Students taking charge on route

The group also identified some quick wins in the area
to help with addressing the issues:

— An awareness campaign by students to help
reduce the litter and dog fouling. This potentially
could be done in connection with ENCAMS

— Students also suggested offering free doggy bags

— The idea of an art project to stop graffiti was also

suggested
Rubbish left to rot along route
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Conclusion

The community street audits undertaken in Foxhill as part of the training session for local
people have highlighted a number of issues, but also a range of opportunities for
improvements, some of which are potential quick wins such as maintenance and
enforcement. Others such as improvements to the area surrounding the recreation
grounds are more substantial, but may still be possible over time. There is the opportunity
to build on the strong base of the Foxhill Forum and community that already exists and a
chance to also involve businesses and other residents to be involved in the Community
Street Audit process.

The training participants are keen to work together and
get more residents involved in the process. The students
and members of the council and regeneration team were
keen to involve students and parents from Yewlands
School, Parson’s Cross CE School and Chaucer
Business and Enterprise College (Secondary) to be
involved in future audits in the area.
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Map of CSA Route 1 to Foxhill Recreation Grounds
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Map of CSA Route 2 to Foxhill Primary School
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Notes of CSA Route 1 to Foxhill Recreation Grounds

Location

Comments - Good and Bad

Recommendation for improvement
(solutions)

Who?

1. Junction of

The shortcut to access to the main road. Currently there are only

Put in a ramps

Accessibility team form the

Wilcox Road stairs but a ramp would be better for accessibility. council and street scene team
and Wolfe

Road

2. Junction of | There is a lack of formal dropped kerbs at this junction and at Put in dropped kerbs at all crossings Council

Wilcox Road similar junctions up to the recreation grounds. There is a man

and Bullen made cement kerb here at present

Road

3. & 4. Wilcox | Cars parking on the verges Look at verge hardening or some other off Residents and council

Road street parking solution

The is a bus route so cars cannot park on the street so they park
on the verges to leave the road free from obstructions

5. Junction of

This is a busy junction and there is no formal crossing.

Put in a crossing point

Road Safety team; Council

Wilcox Road
and Foxhill
Road
6.-9. Foxhill There is a lot of rubbish and dog fouling which may be caused Put in more bins and also enforce litter and Wardens, Park Maintenance,
recreation by lack of rubbish and dog fouling bins. dog fouling laws Architectural Liaison Officer from
grounds the council, and possibly
The k frame gate to the park is too wide which allows motorised | Change the gates to restrict this. Streetforce
recreation vehicles to gain access to the grounds.
This is already being dealt with by
Poor drainage in the play area the contractor and the
Fix the drainage. regeneration team
10. Foxhill There are no paved paths through the park to the play area. Put in a paved path. Parks team, regeneration team
recreation There is only grass which may cause some accessibility issues and accessibility team form the
grounds for buggies and wheelchairs. council
11. Foxhi There is evidence of antisocial behaviour on the access to the Review and consult the community and Council, regeneration team, youth
. Foxhill . . . .
Crescent old community centre particularly the youth when building new workers, wardens, police and the

facilities

youth in the community
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Notes of CSA Route 2 to Foxhill Primary School

Location

Comments - Good and Bad

Recommendation for improvement
(solutions)

Who?

1. Keats Road

There was no grass on the verges, pavement parking and dog
mess.

Dog bins and off street parking provision

Council and car and dog owners

2. Outside
School

Fence is hanging off outside the school which is a danger to
pedestrians

Repair the fence

Streetforce or the school

3. Keats Road

There was a problem with litter and cars parked on the verges
and pavements

Look at off street parking ideas and
enforcement on litter and dumping

Council and residents

4. Corner of The old community garden is now overgrown and used as a This area could be made into a good Community, Schools, Council and
Keats Road dumping grounds community run space and ideas include Parks
and Cowper communal allotments, park, skate park, bike
Crescent park, bike sheds or potentially a bike track
5.&6. There are brambles overgrowing along the pavements and Maintenance and cleanup is needed Contact Streetforce
Cowper walkways.
Crescent
There is also broken glass
7. Crossing The crossing is safe with the Lollypop Lady
Halifax Road
8. Halifax There is litter on the pavements Clean up the area Streetforce and individuals in the
Road community
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